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Spain’s 4 top-universities have formed an Alli-
ance: A-4U; ”One University – 4 campuses”. 
A-4U is approximately dealing with 100.000 
students within all Academic fields distributed in 
4 locations:
n Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona
n Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Barcelona)
n Universidad Autónoma de Madrid
n Universidad Carlos III de Madrid

The four of them are public and aim to promote 
a wide offer of undergraduate and graduate 
(Master’s and PhDs) degrees taught in English 
in Spain in a large range of academic fields. Ad-
ditionally is offered optional courses in Spanish 
language, the second largest language in the 
world, of growing interest to the International 
community.
ICEX (The Spanish Institute of Foreign Trade), 
part of the Spanish Ministry of Industry, Tour-
ism and Trade, is supporting the Universities in 
exploring the Indian Higher Education Area. 

In 2009 iEBC was chosen in a public tender 
to research and do SWOT analysis of the A-4U’s 
possibilities in seeking cooperation in the Indian 
Higher Education Area.

Tailor made analysis and in-depth presentations 
of the Indian context was leading to a 5 day in-
tensive visit program October 2009 organized by 
iEBC to central Indian Universities and organisa-
tions important for the future cooperation. The 
Spanish visiting team was vice-rectors from the 
A-4U and administrative staff. 
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Institution visited in India was:
n Indian–EU study Centre Team
n Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi
n All Indian Institute of Medical Sciences
n Maulana Azad Medical College
n Ministry of Human Resource Development
n Indian Institute of Foreign Trade
n Netaji Subhash Institute 

of Science & Technology
n National Institute of Technology
n Association of Indian Universities
n European Commission
n Spanish Ambassador
n University of Delhi
n Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore
n Indian Institute of 

Information & Technology, Bangalore
n Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
n Gautam Buddha University
n Birla Institute of Management Technology
n Jaypee Institute of 

Information & Technology
 
The visit was showing a great potential for co-
operation and a great interest from both sides to 
explore further, and step-by-step build relations 
and cooperation in research, staff exchange and 
student exchange.

Evaluation of the visits has now led to final con-
clusions with 10 universities chosen for further 
cooperation and implementation of projects and 
exchanges.
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